
Accessibility for 
eLearning
QUICK AND EASY TECHNIQUES TO APPLY RIGHT AWAY



In the next hour…
• Definition of accessibility and 508 compliance

• Creating accessible online content in:
• Word

• PDF

• Storyline



Access the Dropbox Folder
tinyurl.com/devlearn508

https://tinyurl.com/devlearn508


Importance of 
Accessibility















Font Formatting vs. Headings



Font Formatting vs. Headings



Font Formatting vs. Headings



Heading 1
Heading 2
Heading 3
Heading 4
Heading 5
Heading 6
Heading 7







Definition of Accessibility
• Accessibility = similar amount of time and effort



Accessibility Law = Section 508
• Federal law that specifies the technical standards for accessibility

• Adopted by most states as their accessibility code



Microsoft Word



Microsoft Word
• Word is a good stand-in for any decent text editor (and the best 

place to start if you want to create a PDF)
• e.g. text editors in your Learning Management System, Content Management System, 

etc.

• The accessibility formatting features found in Word are in many text editors



e.g. WordPress



e.g. Canvas



Demo
If you want to help out (phones are fine!): 

1. Go to tinyurl.com/devlearn508

2. Open: General Accessibility Checklist.docx

https://tinyurl.com/devlearn508


Adobe PDFs



Adobe PDF Software
• Acrobat Reader

• Acrobat Standard

• Acrobat Pro is the only Acrobat software that can be used to 
view and edit PDF accessibility











PDF Accessibility
• Remediating PDFs is difficult!

• If possible, open the source document and edit to make 
accessible

• If not possible, use Adobe to export document 

• Microsoft Word is the best software for creating accessible 
documents



Using Word to Create Accessible PDFs
• Accessibility features are preserved in export to PDF

• However, do not print to PDF!
• Accessibility formatting will be lost

• Instead, in Word, “Save As” to PDF format





Articulate Storyline



Elearning and Accessibility
• Elearning interfaces and navigation are unique

• Lots of content

• Frequent interactions

• Heavy use of audio, video



Building in Accessibility
• Best done from the start

• Accessibility Goal: keyboard navigation, screen reader usability

• Accessibility checks need human judgment 

• But what about templates?



Main Accessibility Considerations
• Most everything on General Accessibility Checklist applies:
• Alt-text for images and each state

• Learner control of multimedia

• Closed captions

• Storyline-specific:
• Setting focus order for keyboard use

• Avoid non-accessible interactivity (see handout)

• Font size depends on how it looks in published version



Alt-Text and Object Visibility
• Right-click, select Accessibility

• Edit alt-text, choose visibility



Focus Order
• Order in which keyboard users navigate

• Home tab – select Focus Order



See Handout for More Guidelines!
• Avoid non-accessible interactivity

• More on developing for screen reader users



Wrap-Up
• Get to know the basics of accessibility

• Use software that make accessibility easy

• Create your own accessible templates

• Commit to practicing! Everyone starts somewhere



Questions?
DOWNLOADS

tinyurl.com/devlearn508

CONTACT ME

lindsay@lindsayoconsulting.com

https://tinyurl.com/devlearn508
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